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Libro di testo: Insights into Literature Vol. A, Lorenzoni G.. Pellati B., Bacon T., Corrado G., Black Cat-

Cideb Editore 

 

Grammar Revision: verbs tenses; hypothetical periods, pronouns, adjectives, prepositions 

 

LITERATURE 

 

THE RESTORATION AND THE AUGUSTAN AGE 

The historical context: James I and the Gunpowder Plot;  

Charles I’s reign and the constitutional debate;  

the English Civil war;  

The Commonwealth; 

 the Restoration;  

the Glorious Revolution; 

 the Augustan Age 

Literature:  literature in the early 17
th

 century;  

cultural life in a time of upheaval; literature ,  

religion, philosophy and science;  

restoration literature;  

literature in the Augustan Age; 

 coffeehouses and the rise of journalism; 

 forging new standards: the rise of the novel. 

The age of Revolution 

 

Thomas Hobbes: life and works  

The Leviathan: structure, plot and themes 

Reading: “The State of Nature as a State of war” 

John Locke: life and works  

Two treatises of Government :structure, plot and themes 

Reading: “The governmente exists to serve the people” 

 

John Milton: life and works 

Paradise Lost: structure, plot and themes 

Reading:”Satan’s speech” 

 



The age of Novel: Travel and adventure 

 

Daniel Defoe: life and works 

Robinson Crusoe: structure, plot and themes 

Reading:”The upper station of low life” 

Jonathan Swift: life and works 

Gulliver’s Travels: structure, plot and themes 

A modest proposal – the Irish question 

The Age of Novel: love and Marriage 

 

Jane Austen: life and works 

                      The novel of Manners 

Pride and Prejudice 

  

THE ROMANTIC AGE 

 

The hystorical context: an age of Revolutions;  

                                      the outcome of Enlightenment philosophy;  

the developments of the French Revolution;  

 

Literature: Early aesthetic movements, Celtic  culture; the nature of poetry; 

 the poet as a prophet; 

 the poetry of nature; 

 the feeling of sublime; 

 developments of Romantic poetry: Rebeles 

 

William Blake:life and works 

                          the complementarity of opposites 

                             Songs of  Innocence and of Experience 

                             Reading: The Lamb: analysis 

                                            The Tiger: analysis 

William Wordsworth : life and works 

                                    Lyrical Ballads 

                                   The Preface: Manifesto of English Romanticism 

John Keats:  life and works 

                     The poet of the senses 

                     “Ode to a Grecian Urn” 



 

CONVERSATION 

 

English Collocation: 

working life,  

new employment, 

thoughts and ideas, 

business reports,  

marketing, 

customer service,  

student life,  

writing essays,  

assignments and reports, 

Social life,  

festivals and celebration,  

travel and adventure,  

plans and decisions,  

film and book reviews, 

criminal justice, 

how to write a cv, 
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